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Precautions Test Voters in Elections Around the U.S.

BALLOT BOX: Voters kept their distance in Louisville, Ky., Tuesday as primaries were held in several states. A string of chaotic
voting days in recent months has raised concerns about the country’s ability to run a smooth election during the pandemic. A4
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Plexiglass to the Rescue: Supplies
Run Short as Barriers Go Up

i i i

Designers plan pandemic protection for
the beach, restaurants and schools

years I had never seen some-
thing similar.”

Plexiglass, a type of plastic,
came into its own during
World War II, when it was
touted as a safer alternative to
glass in aircraft windshields.
Now the pandemic is twisting
the material into some mind-
bending shapes. In a world
marked by social distancing
and shields, designers are of-
fering plexiglass corrals for
the beach, individual boxes for
pupils in classrooms and a
host of other new applications.

One of them is Christophe
Gernigon. The Paris designer
was browsing social media one
night, looking at measures
used in restaurants to keep so-
cial distance such as plexiglass
dividers on tables.

PleaseturntopageA10

ROME—Stefano Antonelli
has sculpted plexiglass for de-
cades in his workshop, making
bikes and furnishings and
works of art. But a recent cus-
tomer request stood out. A lo-
cal hospital asked for a box to
cover patients’ heads, a bar-
rier to prevent transmission of
the coronavirus.

It was one of many pleas
for protective equipment made
of the transparent acrylic that
the 58-year-old artisan has re-
ceived over the past months
from stores, restaurants and
professionals.

“It has been like a tsu-
nami,” Mr. Antonelli said at
his workshop, a stone’s throw
from the Colosseum. “In 40
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LIFE & ARTS
With vacationers

postponing plans, next
year’s bookings are

filling up. A11

and if possible affect policy-
making.

Several of those involved
in the effort worked closely
with China’s national-secu-
rity apparatus, including or-
ganizations linked to its mili-
tary, and briefed prominent
Chinese political figures
about their efforts.

As guests of a Republican
official named Shawn Steel,
Chinese nationals, including
a man working for China’s
central government, at-
tended an invitation-only
gathering in May 2017 where
GOP leaders discussed cam-
paign strategies and other

PleaseturntopageA10

Soon after Donald Trump
took office, people with ties
to the Chinese state poured
hundreds of thousands of
dollars into his re-election
bid to get close to and po-
tentially influence the new
president.

The effort had early suc-
cess in gaining access for
those involved, helping them
meet the president or top
Republicans at fundraisers
or at an internal GOP leader-
ship meeting. It reveals how
China seeks to build inroads
into U.S. politics, gather in-
formation on U.S. leaders

BY BRIAN SPEGELE

Donors Linked to
ChinaWon Access to
Trump and GOP

Money flowing to president’s re-election
committee opened doors in Washington

Dell Technologies Inc. is ex-
amining options, including a
spinoff for its roughly $50 bil-
lion stake in VMware Inc., as
the PC maker seeks a boost for
its lackluster stock price.

Dell recently kicked off a
process to explore the possi-
bility of unloading the stake or
taking other steps that could
include buying the rest of VM-
ware, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter. The
companies are working with
outside advisers, these people
said.

In a sign of investor enthu-
siasm for a transaction that
will unlock value, shares of
both companies jumped in af-

ter-hours trading when The
Wall Street Journal reported
on the review.

Dell shares rose 18% to
$57.80 after rising 1.5% in reg-
ular trading. VMware shares,
which were little changed in
regular trading, rose 8% to
$161.50.

Dell’s review is at an early
stage, no decision is imminent
and it is still possible the com-
pany will choose to do noth-
ing.

The goal of the review is to
address a gap between Dell’s
market value—about $36 bil-
lion on Tuesday afternoon—
and the value of its 81% stake
in VMware, which suggests the
market is assigning little or no
worth to Dell’s core PC and

data-storage business. Sepa-
rating the companies could
help highlight the value of one
or both businesses.

A transaction involving VM-
ware could also be designed to
help reduce Dell’s $48 billion
debt load.

To the frustration of Dell
investors, the company’s stock
has barely budged since re-
turning to the public markets
in 2018.

That is despite a more than
50% rise in the same period
for the tech-heavy Nasdaq
Composite Index, which hit a
record high on Tuesday as in-
vestors pile into stocks of
companies that are thriving
amid the coronavirus lock-
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INSIDE

Virus
Cases Hit
Records
In Many
States
Officials tighten rules
and social-distancing
enforcement as world
total tops 9.1 million

SPORTS
Djokovic and other
players test positive
for virus after
tournament. A14
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New coronavirus cases rose
sharply in several states, with
Arizona, Texas and California
reporting new daily records of
infections Tuesday, prompting
more elected officials to
tighten rules on gatherings
and strongly urge people to
stay home and follow social-
distancing guidelines.

The total number of con-
firmed coronavirus cases
world-wide surpassed 9.2 mil-
lion, with more than 2.3 million
cases in the U.S., as the na-
tion’s death toll reached more
than 121,000, according to data
from Johns Hopkins University.
The two most populous states,
California and Texas, each re-
ported more than 5,000 new
infections, breaking their previ-
ous daily records.

On Monday, Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott said he didn’t
want to backtrack on reopen-
ing the state and said resi-
dents need to take it upon
themselves to wear masks and
practice social distancing. But
on Tuesday he urged Texans
to take precautions, saying
people shouldn’t go out unless
absolutely necessary.

“The safest place for you is
at home,” Mr. Abbott said.

PleaseturntopageA6

BY TALAL ANSARI

over the Dow and S&P 500 is
the biggest since 1983. The gap
between the S&P 500 and the
Dow is the widest since 2002,
when the Dow was ahead.

The Nasdaq continued its
outperformance Tuesday, out-
pacing the Dow and S&P 500
for the day and notching its
21st record close of 2020. The
index climbed 0.7%, while the
Dow edged up 0.5% and the
S&P 500 added 0.4%, driven by
improving economic data.

One explanation for the gap

in returns: A handful of
growth stocks that have
surged this year have an out-
size influence on the Nasdaq
and the S&P 500. Apple Inc.,
Microsoft Corp., Amazon.com
Inc., Google parent Alphabet
Inc. and Facebook Inc. to-
gether account for about 40%
of the Nasdaq and 20% of the
S&P. Of those stocks, only Ap-
ple and Microsoft are in the
Dow.

The disparities add to the
challenges facing investors

who are trying to make sense
of a dizzying stretch of volatil-
ity in markets. Valuing stocks
became increasingly difficult
after the coronavirus pandemic
brought the economy to a halt
and companies from Caterpil-
lar Inc. to McDonald’s Corp. to
PayPal Holdings Inc. pulled
forecasts.

Although economic data
PleaseturntopageA8

The divergence in the per-
formance of the major U.S.
stock indexes this year is the
widest in more than a decade.

A surge in big technology
stocks has helped the Nasdaq
Composite rally 13% in 2020,
while the Dow Jones Industrial
Average of blue-chip stocks is
down 8.3%. The benchmark
S&P 500 is hovering in be-
tween them, off 3.1%.

The Nasdaq’s advantage

BY KAREN LANGLEY

Nasdaq Outpaces Blue Chips,
S&P 500 as Tech Stocks Rally

Dell Explores Spinning Off
$50 Billion VMware Stake

Funeral Is Held as Police Bill Stalls

A funeral was held Tuesday in Atlanta for Rayshard Brooks, who
was killed by police in a Wendy’s parking lot on June 12. In
Washington, Senate Democrats threatened to block consideration
of Republicans’ law-enforcement bill, saying it was too narrow. A3
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� Cases climb as European
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What’s
News

� New coronavirus cases
rose sharply in several states,
with Arizona, Texas and Cali-
fornia reporting new daily re-
cords of infections, prompt-
ingmore elected officials to
tighten rules on gatherings
and strongly urge people to
stay home and follow so-
cial-distancing guidelines. A1
�A prosecutor in the crimi-
nal case against Roger Stone
said in prepared remarks that
supervisors repeatedly told
him the ex-Trump adviser
would receive special treat-
ment because of his relation-
ship with the president. A4
� The American Hospital
Association was dealt a loss
in its legal bid to stop the
Trump administration from
requiring hospitals to disclose
secret rates they negotiate
with insurance companies.A6
� Senate Democrats
threatened to block consid-
eration of Republicans’
law-enforcement bill un-
less bipartisan talks over a
broader overhaul begin. A3
� The Louisville, Ky., po-
lice chief officially fired one
of the three police officers
involved in the March kill-
ing of Breonna Taylor. A3
� The FBI said that a noose
found in the racetrack garage
stall of Nascar driver Bubba
Wallace had been there for
months and didn’t appear to
have been targeted at him.A3
�Russians are set to begin
voting on constitutional
changes that could allowPutin
to stay in office for years. A9
� A strong earthquake
struck Mexico’s Pacific
coast state of Oaxaca. A9

Dell is examining op-
tions, including a spinoff

for its roughly $50 billion
stake in VMware, as the PC
maker seeks a boost for its
lackluster stock price. A1
�The divergence in the per-
formance of the major U.S.
stock indexes this year is the
widest in over a decade. A1
� The Nasdaq rose 0.7% to
another record, while the
Dow and S&P 500 added 0.5%
and 0.4%, respectively. B13
� Surveys of purchasing
managers showed output
contracting at a slower
pace in the U.S., Europe
and Asia this month. A2
�AMissouri court upheld
a jury verdict that J&J’s tal-
cum powder caused cancer in
22women but cut the dam-
ages awarded by more than
half to about $2.1 billion. B1
�Wirecard’s ex-CEO was
arrested and released on bail
days after the German fintech
company revealed a $2 bil-
lion hole in its books. B1, B12
�Mall owner Simon Prop-
erty is teaming up with
Brookfield Property in explor-
ing a bid for J.C. Penney. B6
� Silicon Valley executives
criticized Trump’s order
suspending new immigra-
tion on several employment-
based visa programs. B1
�Amazon is launching a
$2 billion internal venture-
capital fund focused on tech
investments to reduce the
impact of climate change. B4
� The government may
consider postponing the
2019 annual tax-filing dead-
line a second time, Treasury
Secretary Mnuchin said. A2
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close associate of President Xi
Jinping, say people who have
met Mr. Zhao.

Another was Tang Ben, a
China-born U.S. citizen who
served as an executive-com-
mittee member at the China
Strategic Culture Promotion
Association, an opaque group
that state media have said ad-
vises China’s leaders on secu-
rity issues. Its secretary-gen-
eral, retired Maj. Gen. Luo
Yuan, is well-known to U.S. of-
ficials for his hawkish posture
toward the U.S.

The third was Li Su, a gov-
ernment-connected business-
man who has worked with a
well-known former associate
of China’s vice president.

The presence of Messrs.
Zhao and Li at the GOP leader-
ship event was unusual be-
cause federal election rules
don’t permit foreign nationals
to play any role in decision
making at U.S. political com-
mittees.

Mr. Zhao said that his par-
ticipation was out of “aca-
demic interest” and that
China’s government provided
no funding for it. Mr. Li also
said he was there in a per-
sonal capacity.

The three had appeared at
events together in China be-
fore. In September 2016,
Messrs. Zhao, Tang and Li par-
ticipated in a closed-door
meeting billed as a U.S.-China
security dialogue. They were
part of a Chinese delegation
that included a hard-line mili-
tary strategist and a leader of
a research center controlled
by China’s military, according
to an event program. An older
man wearing a Mao suit led
the Chinese side, who partici-
pants were told was a per-
sonal adviser to President Xi.

U.S. participants included
Michael Breen, then-CEO of
the center-left Truman Na-
tional Security Project, and a
former Defense Intelligence

Agency officer named Welton
Chang. They said that
throughout the three-hour
meeting, Chinese participants
voiced hope an election win by
Mr. Trump might lead to U.S.
retrenchment in the Asia-Pa-
cific region.

Both American participants
said they worried the event
was designed to let Chinese
intelligence get to know them.
Mr. Chang said he reported
the encounter to U.S. intelli-
gence.

The RNC said the men who
attended the Republican Party
meeting in San Diego didn’t
have any meaningful interac-
tion with GOP leaders there.
However, it said, it has barred
them from future RNC events.

The committee also said it
now has tightened its policy
on guests at such meetings, ef-
fectively excluding foreign na-
tionals, and it has cut ties
with Mr. Wang, the founder of
Chinese Americans for Trump.

issues.
In response to inquiries, the

Republican National Commit-
tee said it had instructed Mr.
Steel to break ties with several
people identified in Wall
Street Journal reporting.

“It’s important to do all we
can to safeguard our politics
from illegal foreign meddling,”
the RNC said in response to
questions. It said it wouldn’t
return donations identified by
the Journal that facilitated ac-
cess to the president and
other officials because it
didn’t believe campaign-fi-
nance laws were broken.

Separately, Mr. Steel, a Re-
publican national committee-
man from California, said it
would be “false, defamatory,
and offensive” to say he aided
any Chinese efforts. He didn’t
respond to specific questions.

There is no indication Mr.
Trump was aware of the polit-
ical contributions. The White
House didn’t respond to re-
quests for comment.

The Journal pieced together
details of the efforts from
campaign-finance records, Chi-
nese government websites and
U.S. corporate filings as well
as through interviews with
people involved. It couldn’t be
determined whether any of the
contributions or other activi-
ties violated U.S. laws. Federal
law prohibits political giving
by people who aren’t U.S. citi-
zens or permanent residents.

The initial effort to access
the Trump administration ap-
pears to have stalled as ten-
sions between the U.S. and
China have risen, over trade,
Covid-19 and other issues.

U.S. officials said China,
which has historically stepped
up efforts to influence U.S.
politics when it feels chal-
lenged, recently intensified ef-
forts to push misinformation
through social media and
other channels. China has long
denied meddling in other
countries’ affairs.

Most of the donations iden-
tified by the Journal flowed to
a fundraising committee called
Trump Victory in the first half
of the Trump presidency. The
donations were among the
largest of 2017. They account
for a fraction of the $190 mil-
lion-plus the fund has raised
since Mr. Trump took office.

Chinese nationals involved
said they weren’t acting on
behalf of China’s government
but sought to get close to Mr.
Trump for personal reasons or
to help them in business.
China’s government didn’t re-
spond to requests for com-
ment, nor did China’s Embassy
in Washington.

Unlike his 2016 rival Hillary
Clinton, whose positions on
global issues were well known
from her time as secretary of
state, Mr. Trump entered of-
fice as an unknown quantity to

ContinuedfromPageOne

”It frightened me because it
looked more like a jail visiting
room,” Mr. Gernigon said, re-
ferring to the barriers. He
aimed for something more ele-
gant and more aesthetically
pleasing.

Mr. Gernigon came up with
a transparent pod that resem-
bles a lampshade suspended
over the heads and upper bod-
ies of restaurant guests. He
posted his design online. He
said he receives around 50 or-
ders a day, not only from res-
taurants. Other businesses like
casinos, hospital waiting
rooms and nail salons are also
interested, he said.

Production started in early
June, with orders shipped in-
ternationally to countries like
the U.S. and Japan. The cost:
€155 for a single pod, or
around $173.

The 47-year-old is currently
working on other versions of
his Plex’Eat design, one using
color and another large
enough to ensconce a couple.

The dining pods even en-
hance food aromas, he said,
having recently enjoyed a truf-
fle risotto under a plexiglass
dome.

The World Health Organiza-

ContinuedfromPageOne

tion has recognized plexiglass
and other plastic barriers as
effective in helping to stop the
spread of the virus.

That didn’t stop critics
roasting Italian architects
Ilaria Bizzo and Stefano Cor-
nacchini for their design fea-
turing individual boxes for
students returning to schools
after lockdown. The two pro-
posed the idea as a “flexible,
economic and green solution”
to keep schools safe.

“Plexiglass boxes seem to
me more a dystopian vision of
the future than possible solu-
tions to a problem,” countered
architect Stefano Cardini, who
was the Italian chief academic
officer at the Istituto Europeo
di Design.

The country’s education
minister, Lucia Azzolina, and
far-right politician Matteo Sal-
vini even squabbled over its
spelling—is it plexiglass or
plexiglas?—as they argued

over a decree for the next
school year. While the mate-
rial is commonly known as
plexiglass in English, it is sold
under various trademarks, one
of them Plexiglas.

Roman artisan Mr. Anto-
nelli, who goes by the nick-
name of “plastic man” or “er
plasticaro” in local dialect,
said the original shapes and
designs he’s making pose
some difficulties. Some are
technical, such as getting the

right thickness and weight to
achieve a functional design.

Mr. Gernigon, the designer
from Paris, also had to adjust
the thickness of his prototype
dome to make its shape work.
Typically, the material comes
in sheets from manufacturers
and then can be cut and bent
to specification.

At the height of the emer-
gency, there was a rush to get
protective tools, Mr. Antonelli
said. High demand, coupled

with scarce supply of raw ma-
terial, meant turning down
some requests and longer de-
livery times for the others.

One customer paid a sizable
deposit, pressing his request
to jump the line. But “all plexi-
glass requests are created
equal,” Mr. Antonelli replied.

Like the designers, plexi-
glass manufacturers and other
companies that use plexiglass
in Europe have been all-hands
on deck to meet requests.

In early March, Kunststoff-
handel Rexin GmbH started
scouting for extra plexiglass
across Europe to avoid a
shortage later on. Back then,
the German company, which
makes products like terrace
roofs and carports, got some
initial requests for sneeze
guards from pharmacies.
Other businesses like fuel sta-
tions followed, said chief exec-
utive Michael Schwarz.

Now it’s hardly possible to
find plexiglass on the market,
the 40-year-old said, and he
doesn’t expect a change for
many weeks. “Current orders
will receive delivery dates, if
any, from the end of the year
to the beginning of 2021.”

For Mr. Antonelli, the main
problem has been getting his
hands on enough plexiglass to
meet demand. The protective
box he designed for the local
hospital was such a hit that he
got a request for 50 more. He
had to turn it down due to the
lack of material.

“It’s like I have a shiny Fer-
rari but fuel is running dry,”
he said.

China whom its leaders ur-
gently needed to understand.

The Journal also examined
campaign-finance records for
Mrs. Clinton’s candidacy and
for presumptive 2020 Demo-
cratic nominee Joe Biden. It
didn’t find similar efforts in-
volving the two by people
linked to China’s government.

Chinese money has alleg-
edly flowed to Democrats pre-
viously, including to President
Bill Clinton’s 1996 re-election
effort, which led to guilty
pleas by Democratic fundrais-
ers for election-law violations
and other crimes.

Soon after the 2016 vote,
officials from China’s consul-
ate in Los Angeles approached
a pro-Trump organizer named
David Tian Wang, said people
who worked with him. A na-
tive of China with a U.S. green
card, Mr. Wang had founded a
group called Chinese Ameri-
cans for Trump and had long
associations with people and
groups in California supported
by China’s government, ac-
cording to Chinese official
websites and state media.

The consulate asked for Mr.
Wang’s help in lobbying on
China issues during the Trump
administration, said Lance
Chen, who said Mr. Wang tried
to recruit him for the effort.
Mr. Chen said he declined.

Mr. Wang was soon listed
as CEO of the newly registered
Wang & Ma Government Rela-
tions LLC, California business
records show. He also gave
$150,000 to Trump Victory, ac-
cording to Federal Election
Commission disclosures.

He became a frequent pres-
ence in GOP circles. In one
case, Mr. Wang was quoted in
Chinese-language media in the
U.S. as saying he used access
to the Trump campaign to
push a view that U.S. military
deployments in the contested
South China Sea were a waste
of money.

Lobbyists for foreign gov-
ernments must register with
the Justice Department. Mr.
Wang’s name doesn’t appear
in its foreign-agents database.

Mr. Wang didn’t answer
most specific questions from
the Journal but said in a text
message: “I have NO ties to
the Chinese government and
do not take orders from any-
one.” He said he loved China
and the U.S. and believed in
the GOP’s platform.

An RNC meeting
In May 2017, Mr. Wang at-

tended a Republican National
Committee leadership meeting
in San Diego as a guest of Mr.
Steel, the California commit-
teeman, people familiar with
the matter said.

Accompanying Mr. Wang to
the meeting as Mr. Steel’s
guests were three men linked
to China’s government.

The first was Zhao Gang,
whom Chinese official web-
sites identify as a researcher
for China’s Ministry of Science
and Technology focused on na-
tional security, tech diplomacy
and other issues. Mr. Zhao’s
work has connected him with
the senior echelons of China’s
Communist Party, including a

Mr. Steel said he doesn’t
“collect money from, nor have
received any funds from”
Messrs. Zhao, Tang, Li or
Wang. Mr. Steel didn’t answer
a question about why they
were there as his guests.

The Federal Election Com-
mission declined to comment
on the men’s attendance at the
Republican meeting, citing
“potential for this matter to
come before the Commission
in an enforcement capacity.”

After the San Diego meet-
ing, Messrs. Zhao, Tang and Li
briefed a group of Chinese po-
litical figures in China, includ-
ing retired Gen. Luo, on their
access to top Republicans, ac-
cording to a video of the
event. Mr. Li said Mr. Trump’s
election could prove a win for
China, according to the video.

$300,000 donation
In June 2017, Trump Victory

received a combined $300,000
from Mr. Tang and his wife.
The donations allowed Mr.
Tang to attend a fundraiser at
Washington’s Trump Interna-
tional Hotel, where he led Chi-
nese guests to meet the presi-
dent. The contributions by the
Tangs, who FEC records show
hadn’t previously given to Mr.
Trump, were two of the big-
gest donations Trump Victory
received in 2017.

Mr. Tang described the visit
in a Chinese newspaper com-
mentary as grass-roots diplo-
macy for China. Interacting
with the president “can help
find a breakthrough in freeing
up the U.S.-China technology
trade,” he wrote.

On a Chinese social-media
account, he posted photos of
himself in the White House. “If
the Chinese people wish to
overtake the U.S., they must
study the U.S.,” he wrote.

Reached on a Chinese cell-
phone number, Mr. Tang hung
up when told the caller was a
reporter. Earlier, his wife said
in a brief interview that her
husband spent most of his
time in China and that she
wasn’t familiar with any polit-
ical donations.

Accompanying Mr. Tang at
the 2017 fundraiser, the RNC
confirmed, was Mr. Zhao from
the Chinese Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology, plus the
chairman of a state-backed
Chinese producer of military
communications and satellite
gear, Huaxun Fangzhou Co.

The executive, Wu Guangsh-
eng, told Mr. Trump that Chi-
nese technology companies
were eager to invest in the
U.S., according to an account
on the website of Huaxun’s
parent company.

It said that shortly before
his Washington visit, Mr. Wu
attended a meeting in Beijing
with the then-head of the
United Front Work Depart-
ment, a Communist Party
agency that seeks to shape
global politics in China’s favor.

Mr. Wu’s company said he
wasn’t aware the event was a
fundraiser when invited. It
said he sought to open doors
to pursue U.S. business.
—Aruna Viswanatha, Caitlin

Ostroff and Lisa Schwartz
contributed to this article.

DavidTianWangWuGuangsheng TangBen ZhaoGang

PoliticalWeb

Political donations helped people linked to China's
government or Communist Partymeet President
Trump and other Republicans.

Sources: Federal Election Commission (donations); interviews with people familiar (consulate meeting); RNC (Tang, Zhao and Wu meeting Trump);
Chinese Americans for Trump (Wang meeting Trump); Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development (Zhao employment); Chinese
government websites (China Strategic Culture Promotion Association); Huaxun Fangzhou (Wu employment)
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In Access
To Trump

Plexiglass
Comes to
The Rescue

FROM PAGE ONE

Christophe Gernigon poses under his invention, a Plex’Eat prototype plexiglass bubble, at the H.A.N.D restaurant in Paris.
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Chinese government researcher Zhao Gang, left, and Republican donor Tang Ben, right, who with
his wife gave $300,000, seen with President Trump and first lady Melania Trump in 2017.
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